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February 14, 2017

Mr. Benjamin Friedman

Acting Administrator

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Acting Administrator Friedman:

The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology is continuing its oversight of a study
(the Karl study) conducted by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
officials that adjusted historical temperature data using new methods of data collection and
analysis. On June 4, 2015, Science published NOAA’s new findings.! According to a NOAA
press release, the purpose of the Karl study was to “refute the notion that there has been a
slowdown or ‘hiatus’ in the rate of global warming in recent years.”

After concerns regarding the Karl study’s integrity and process were brought to the
Committee’s attention by whistleblowers, I wrote a letter to former Administrator Sullivan on
July 14, 2015, requesting additional information pertaining to the Karl study led by NOAA
employees.® Unfortunately, after numerous letters, meetings, emails, and phone calls spanning
many months, NOAA continued to obstruct the Committee’s oversight requests and the
Committee was left with no other option but to issue a subpoena compelling production of the
requested documents and information.* In response, NOAA provided a partial production to the
Committee but continued to withhold a significant portion of responsive documents without any
justification based in law.

! Karl Study available at http://science.sciencemag.org/content/348/6242/1469 (last visited Feb. 8, 2017).

2 NOAA Press Release available at http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2015/noaa-analysis-journal-science-no-
slowdown-in-global-warming-in-recent-years.html (last visited Feb. 8, 2017).

3 Letter from Hon. Lamar Smith, Chairman, H. Comm. On Science, Space, and Technology, to Hon. Kathryn D.
Sullivan, Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration [hereinafter NOAA] (July 14, 2015).
4 H. Comm. on Science, Space, & Tech., Subpoena to Hon. Kathryn Sullivan, Admin., NOAA, (Oet. 13, 2015).
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documents or communications created as a result of this request will be deemed to be
congressional records and Congress shall maintain control of these documents and
communications.

When producing documents to the Committee, please deliver production sets to the
Majority Staff in Room 2321 of the Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in
Room 394 of the Ford House Office Building. For purposes of efficiency, the Committee prefers
to receive all documents in electronic format. Specific instructions for producing documents to
the Committee are enclosed.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact committee staff at 202-
225-6371. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely

Rep. Lamar Smith

Chairman

Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology

ce: The Honorable Mike Pence, Vice President, United States of America
Mr. Wilbur Ross, Secretary Nominee, U.S. Department of Commerce
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, Ranking Minority Member, Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology

Enclosure




' Res'pom-]ing to Committee Document Reguests '

In complying with this request, you are required to produce all responsive documents, in
unredacted form, that are in your possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or
your past or present agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You
should also produce documents that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to
copy or to which you have access, as well as documents that you have placed in the
temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party. Requested records, documents,
data or information should not be destroyed, modified, removed, transferred or otherwise
made inaccessible to the Committees.

. In the event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has been, or is
also known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request shall be read also to
include that alternative identification.

The Committee’s preference is to receive documents in electronic form (i.e., CD memory
stick, or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions.

. Documents produced in electronic format should also be organized, identified, and indexed
electronically.

. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following standards:
(a) The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File (“TIF”), or PDF files.

(b) Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and TIF or
PDF file names.

(c) If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions, field
names and file order in all load files should match.

. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the contents of
the production. To the extent more than one CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive, box
or folder is produced, each CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive, box or folder should
contain an index describing its contents.

. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with copies of file
labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were associated when the request was
served.

. When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph in the Committee’s
schedule to which the documents respond.

. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that any other person or entity also
possesses non-identical or identical copies of the same documents.












